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How to use WordPress: A
complete guide to build a
WordPress website
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You’ve chosen WordPress to build your website because it’s
free, versatile, and highly flexible, thanks to its open-source
nature.

But there’s a catch: WordPress is known for its steep learning curve.

I've been there, so now I’'m here to show you how to use
WordPress without technical expertise. In this guide, I'll walk
you through nine steps to create your site, starting from
choosing hosting and installing WordPress to optimizing it
for performance.


https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=How%20to%20use%20WordPress%3A%20A%20complete%20guide%20to%20build%20a%20WordPress%20website%C2%A0&url=www.hostinger.in/tutorials/how-to-use-wordpress%3Futm_campaign%3DGeneric-Tutorials-DSA%7CNT%3ASe%7CLO%3AIN-t2&utm_medium=ppc&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAzPy8BhBoEiwAbnM9O3ggFf8u3CRNRUuzrtQWN5B1xCPUCVghSYIGfXe-FWX7ec4ZiB3pSRoCZ6YQAvD_BwE
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=How%20to%20use%20WordPress%3A%20A%20complete%20guide%20to%20build%20a%20WordPress%20website%C2%A0&url=www.hostinger.in/tutorials/how-to-use-wordpress%3Futm_campaign%3DGeneric-Tutorials-DSA%7CNT%3ASe%7CLO%3AIN-t2&utm_medium=ppc&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAzPy8BhBoEiwAbnM9O3ggFf8u3CRNRUuzrtQWN5B1xCPUCVghSYIGfXe-FWX7ec4ZiB3pSRoCZ6YQAvD_BwE
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=www.hostinger.in/tutorials/how-to-use-wordpress%3Futm_campaign%3DGeneric-Tutorials-DSA%7CNT%3ASe%7CLO%3AIN-t2&utm_medium=ppc&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAzPy8BhBoEiwAbnM9O3ggFf8u3CRNRUuzrtQWN5B1xCPUCVghSYIGfXe-FWX7ec4ZiB3pSRoCZ6YQAvD_BwE
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=www.hostinger.in/tutorials/how-to-use-wordpress%3Futm_campaign%3DGeneric-Tutorials-DSA%7CNT%3ASe%7CLO%3AIN-t2&utm_medium=ppc&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAzPy8BhBoEiwAbnM9O3ggFf8u3CRNRUuzrtQWN5B1xCPUCVghSYIGfXe-FWX7ec4ZiB3pSRoCZ6YQAvD_BwE
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials/wordpress
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials/wordpress
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials/wordpress/basics
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials/wordpress/basics
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials

2/2/25, 8:43 PM Z-TECH COMPUTER MANAGEMENT (BUILD PAID

Choosing between WordPress.org and WordPress.com >

How to build a website using WordPress >
. Get a hosting plan and a domain name >

Install WordPress >

Understand the WordPress dashboard interface >
Choose a WordPress theme and design your website >
Publish content on posts and pages >

Set up your homepage >

Install essential WordPress plugins >

Optimize your website >
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. Maintain your WordPress website >

How to use WordPress FAQ >
Can | learn WordPress on my own? >

Is WordPress hard for beginners? >
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Choosing between WordPress.org and WordPress.com

If you're new to WordPress, there are two versions: WordPress.com and WordPress.org. Most tutorials
focus on WordPress.org, but let’s quickly go over both options, so you understand the difference.

WordPress.com is a hosted website builder. With a free plan, you can jump right in and start creating - no
setup needed. WordPress and the tools for your site come pre-installed, making this option beginner-
friendly. Once you're ready to scale up, simply buy one of the plans starting at $4/month to access more
resources and features.

The downside is that storage and features depend on the plan you choose. For example, to install plugins
and themes, you'd need the Business plan, which costs $25/month. It's like buying a prefabricated home -
easy to set up but with limited customization options.

WordPress.org, commonly known as WordPress, is more like building a house on your own land. It's
software, so you'll need to get separate hosting and install WordPress yourself.

Sure, it takes a bit more work at the beginning, but you can choose a hosting provider that fits your budget.
Plus, this WordPress version lets you start customizing right away with free plugins and themes to make
your site exactly how you want it.

If you have big plans, like creating an eCommerce website or a professional portfolio, I'd recommend
starting with WordPress.org right from the start.

How to build a website using WordPress

Here, I'll show you how to build a WordPress website using the self-hosted version. If you decide to go with
WordPress.com, you can jump straight to step 3.

1. Get a hosting plan and a domain name

WordPress needs web hosting and a domain name to be accessible online. Your hosting company stores all
your site’s files, images, and data, while the domain name directs visitors to your website.

To run WordPress optimally, choose a web hosting provider that supports:

+ PHP version 7.4 or higher.
+ MySQL version 8.0 or higher, or MariaDB version 10.5 or higher.
+ HTTPS Support for secure connections.

¢ Apache or Nginx servers, though other web servers that support PHP and MySQL will also work.

Sounds complicated? Go with a reputable hosting provider that offers WordPress hosting, and you'll be all
set! WordPress hosting servers and resources are optimized for websites using that software, guaranteeing
your site performs at its best.

Alternatively, you can explore other various types of web hosting and pick an option that best fits your
needs and budget. Just make sure the one you get meets the system requirements mentioned above.

For this tutorial, | will use Hostinger's Managed WordPress hosting. It’s fully optimized for WordPress, and
the starting cost is less than a cup of coffee at 129.00/month. Plus, all hosting plans include an SSL
certificate and other handy tools that make building and managing a WordPress site easier.

Annual plans also come with a free one-year domain name, saving you the trouble of buying one from
another registrar. All you need to do is choose the right domain name and register it when setting up your
web hosting - I'll cover this in the next step.
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Managed WordPress Hosting

Recommended by @WORDPRESS.ORG

2. Install WordPress

There are various ways to install WordPress, with many hosting providers claiming auto-installer software
like Softaculous as the easiest option.

While this method avoids the hassle of manually downloading and uploading WordPress installation files to
the server, it's not entirely beginner-friendly. Depending on the software, you may still need to configure
HTTPS, database name, and other basic settings.

This is why | recommend Hostinger's WordPress hosting services.

Hostinger goes further with a custom onboarding flow that eliminates manual setup, making the process
easy for non-technical users. It even helps with installing essential plugins and creating web content - all
before you even log into the WordPress dashboard.

Let me show you just how easy it is to set up WordPress with Hostinger:

1. Buy one of Hostinger’s annual Managed WordPress hosting plans and start the onboarding process.

2. I'd assume this is your first rodeo with WordPress, so pick Create a website and click Next.

3 HOSTINGER =
- 9 B I U =@
Do you want to create or migrate a website? (;) iRUTH LENN & MATH
- ANDERSON
(®) Create a website o EET

() Migrate a website g B ‘..-a o

3. Choose your language and create login details for your new WordPress account. They don’t need to
match your hosting details, but make sure to use a strong password for security. Click Next when
you’re ready.
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Create login details for your WordPress account

English (United States)
youremaill@domaincom

e e

4. Pick the type of website you want to build to get tool recommendations from Hostinger or opt for a
blank site. In this tutorial, |1 will build a blog.

L} HOSTINGER )
What type of website do you want to build?
Business and services Online store Blog
= O s O = o
Portfolio Affiliate marketing site Other

€ Back Croate blank site

5. Hover over one of the available pre-built websites for blogs and click Select. This step determines
the look and feel of your website. Don’t worry, you can switch to another theme later. I'll go ahead
with the Hostinger Blog Theme, as this template offers multiple page layouts and color palettes.

3 HOSTINGER )

Blog Vv O What's a pro-built website?

We Will Write a Headline
Highlighting Your Business
Offerings Here

SIERRA NATURAL PARK

One Touch Of Mature Makes The
Wartd ki

€ Back Build from scratch

6. Already know which plugins to install? Use the search bar to find them and check their boxes.
Hostinger also suggests a few plugins based on your website type, but feel free to uncheck any you
don’t need. You can add or remove plugins later, just like your theme.
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7. Hostinger offers an Al Content Creator for populating your website with original content based on
your brand name and description. This feature helps you quickly prepare the website for visitors,
which is ideal if you're short on time. Enter your prompt and click Next or Skip to do it later.

=} HOSTINGER ®

Do you want to generate content with Al?

Enter your brand name and describe it in a few sentences. Our Al will use it to

generate original content tailored specifically for you

Brand name
rand name
Jordana's Corner
Website type
This blog showcases my work as a content writer specializing in WordPress as ¢°
well as a dedicated page for movie reviews, *
Description
Brewing with magic...

© e e

8. Enter your domain name into the field to check its availability and price. Users on annual hosting
plans should be able to register for free. If your preferred domain name extension isn’t available,
scroll down to see other options. Otherwise, go with a temporary domain for now.

LA
¢ HOSTINGER &)

What domain name do you want to use for this website?

A domain is the web address of your site that people can use to visit it. Get a new domain or use a domain that's already yours.

!Ir Get a domain for free for | year. Choose from these free domains.

“‘S‘i Jans:
Domain name
{ @ jordanascorner.com ]

jordanascornercom  FREE  for | year $0.00/1st yoar $1699
jordanascomerio  SAVE 20% $3999/1st year §4999
jordanascomertech  SAVE86% $199/Ist year $5t99
jordanascornershop  SAVE 87% $099/1st year $§3459
jordanascornerorg  SAVE 50% $7.99/1st year $1559

& Back Use temporary domain

9. If you claim your free domain now, Hostinger will ask you to verify your domain details. Remember to
verify your email address through an email confirmation later.

10. Select the data server closest to your target audience for optimized speed. Hostinger offers data
servers in the US, UK, Brazil, France, Germany, Lithuania, India, and Indonesia.

11. That’s it! Wait a minute or two for Hostinger to set up your WordPress website.
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other website aspects in one place. The layout varies depending on the plugins you install, but here’s the
default look:

# vons Welcome to WordPress!

97 Media

'k

B Pages

¥ Comments

# Appearance

£ Pugins

& Users Author rich content with blocks and patterns Customize your entire site with block n Switch up your site’s look & feel with Styles
= themes T Jve 1t a whola new lcok! Get creative

[ Settngs A] [v

o

Site Hoalth Status . Quick Draft

At a Glance

> b

After completing Hostinger’s onboarding, it'll take you to the dashboard to make adjustments and start
publishing content. You can access it anytime by navigating to the Websites section on the hPanel
dashboard and clicking WordPress Admin.

E‘::HOSTINGER @ refersEamasouso @ @ @

) Home

Cloud Startup + Addwebsite soe

] Websites

jordanascomer.com [

WordPress 02 pashboar

o s 2 \‘\ i WordPress Admin [/ 08 Dashboard o

G Performance: @
£ Emails
.S Premium Web Hosting + Add website eoe
£ Billing
86 Add-ons Bet " Edit website Q Manage store {}

(© Temporary domain - Connect

Marketplace

Alternatively, log into your WordPress admin dashboard at www.yourwebsitename.com/wp-admin using
the login credentials created during onboarding. This method also works for those setting up WordPress
manually or on non-Hostinger servers.
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\ wd

] Remember Me

Lost your password?

< Go to Jordana's Corner

Let’s go through the menus in the WordPress admin dashboard:

+ Dashboard. The starting point that provides a quick overview of your site, including stats, activities,
and shortcuts to common tasks. It has an Updates submenu showing the latest releases for
WordPress, plugins, and themes.

+ Posts. This is the most visited menu item for many WordPress users. Here, you can create, edit, and
manage blog posts, organizing them with categories and tags.

+ Media. Your library of uploaded images, videos, and other files. You can add, edit, or delete media
here.

+ Pages. Access this menu to create and manage static pages on your site, such as the homepage or
the Contact Me page.

+« Comments. If you let visitors comment on your blog posts, you can approve, reply to, or delete their
messages here.

+ Appearance. This is where you'll customize your site’s look, including managing themes, menus, and
widgets. You can also access the site editor here.

+ Plugins. Lets you scale your website’s functionality by installing, activating, or deactivating plugins.
+ Users. Go here to add user accounts and assign roles to manage access to your website.

+ Tools: This menu showcases extra features like importing or exporting content or checking your site
health.

+ Settings. The control center for your site, where you can adjust various aspects like site title, URL, time
zone, and reading preferences.
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Website setup

Create content with Al

m cooncd

Connect a domain A

til the domain fully cor

Get found on Google v

( Allin One SEO

Hostinger users have an extra menu called Hostinger to access tools pre-installed with their hosting plan.
Here’s the overview of its three submenus:

« Onboarding. This submenu shows a to-do list for completing your website setup, such as connecting
a domain name and submitting the site to Google for better rankings. You can also find Hostinger’s
tutorials and knowledge base here.

« Tools. The Hostinger Tools plugin interface contains shortcuts for management tasks. Here, you can
enable maintenance mode to temporarily prevent visitors from accessing your site without going to
the hPanel dashboard or installing a separate plugin.

+ Al Content Creator. A built-in Al tool for creating unique content from your prompt, perfect for
streamlining your content production or brainstorming ideas. This feature is also available in the
WordPress post editor as a block - I'll show you how to use it later.

4. Choose a WordPress theme and design your website

A WordPress theme is like your website’s outfit, controlling how your site looks and feels. It comes with pre-
designed layouts, colors, and styles, so you don’t have to start from scratch.

Installing a WordPress theme
You caninstall multiple WordPress themes, but only one can be active at atime. To check your current

theme, go to Appearance — Themes in the admin dashboard and find the one labeled Active. In my case,
I’m using the Hostinger Blog Theme from onboarding.

Mindbilownr a blog about philosophy,

= Ncomachesn  Tao Te Ching Am Because We
Emvcrby © fty  Amby Frod L
Artstotie Lao Tns Hard

Three. Two.
Online

Active: Hostinger blog theme Customize Twenty Twenty-Five Twenty Twenty-Four Twenty Twenty-Three

K Pluging I
s

Add New Theme

M= AskAl

Activating an already existing theme requires only one click. Just hover over your chosen theme and select
Activate. | usually Live Preview it first to see whether it's the right fit for my site.
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Mindblown: a blog about philosophy.

Nicomachean Tao To Ching 1 Am Bacause Wo

Ethics by [Dsodejing) by Ate by Fred L
Theme Details Astotie Lao Tau Hord
Three. Two. ot 47y roca e cmranrera
Online
Active: Hostinger blog theme Customize I Twenty Twenty-f Activate l Twenty Twenty-Four Twenty Twenty-Three

If there’s no suitable theme in your library, you can install a new one from the theme directory. Here’s how:

1. Click the Add New Theme button at the top of the Themes page.

Themes @

Search installed themes

Theme Details

=

— '8

Three. Two.

Active: Hostinger blog theme Customize Twenty Twenty-Five Twenty Twenty-Four Activate

2. Use the filters and search bar to find your ideal theme. When | don’t have a specific theme in mind, |
tend to use Feature Filter and narrow the choices based on my website’s niche. For now, I'm
searching for Astra, one of the best free WordPress blog themes.

3. Once you find the theme you want, hover over it and click Install. Wait a few seconds until it's done,
then select the Activate button.

Add Themes | Usioad Theme

e Popular Latest Block Themes Favorites £ Feature Filter Search Themes | astra

Installed

i GAMES WITH IDEA &

hny [ MEMORABLE DESIGN
Details & Preview
) S

Astra Live Preview | SastraWpP Astralis Lite

This installation method only works for free themes on the official WordPress theme directory. To use a
theme from a third-party website or marketplace, you must manually upload its files to the site.

Don’t worry, the process is less complicated than it sounds. After downloading the theme’s .zip file, head to
Themes — Add New Theme and click Upload Theme. Select the compressed file from your local storage
and hit Install Now. Remember to activate it once the process is complete.

There are thousands of WordPress themes in the official WordPress directory and third-party marketplaces.

To save you the hassle, Hostinger has put together a list of the best free WordPress themes for you to
check out.

Customizing a WordPress theme

There are several ways to personalize your theme. The easiest way is to use the native WordPress editor,
accessible via Appearance — Customize.



https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2024/11/wordpress-themes-activate.png
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2024/11/wordpress-themes-activate.png
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2024/11/wordpress-themes-activate.png
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials/free-wordpress-blog-themes
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials/best-free-wordpress-themes

2/2/25, 8:43 PM

L\
N U

Z-TECH COMPUTER MANAGEMENT (BUILD PAID

HOSTINGER TUTORIALS

Astra

More Options Available in Astra Pro > mnanu
e IM[A[RIKIE|T]|I|N|G]

Header Bullder

00 SOMETI ING GREAT

Breadcrumb

Blog Uncategorized Uncategorized Uncategorized

Page Unveiling My Passion for WordPress Exploring My Journey as a Content Navigating the Digital Realm: My
and Cinematic Critiques Writer: Specializing in WordPress Expertise in Content Development
Sidebar Jordana | November 18, 2024 and Movie Reviews and Film Analysis

Footer Builder

Site identity
Menus
Widgets

Homepage Settings
- E
A L rs m o n

Your Customizer’s layout might be different from mine since each theme has its own settings. The menus are
pretty self-explanatory, so don’t be afraid to tinker with them and see what works for you.

Not sure where to start? Here are some settings | usually change when working with a freshly installed
WordPress theme:

» Site Identity. Add your site’s title and logo to strengthen your brand.

+Colors. Most themes provide color palettes, but | sometimes choose specific colors for elements like
links and headings to make them pop. A good rule of thumb is making sure the color scheme aligns
with your brand.

Typography. Change fonts and text sizes for better readability.

» Header and Footer. Adjust this setting to show extra widgets at the top or bottom of each page or
modify the layout.

» Sidebar. Not all themes have this option, but | prefer showing my sidebar on the left side whenever
possible.

+ Homepage Settings. I'll cover this in detail in step 6.

« Menus. Organize your site’s navigation to help visitors find content. Check out Hostinger’s guide on
creating a WordPress dropdown menu to keep your layout clean.

Widgets: Extra widgets like a search bar and embeds that | don’t place in the header and footer go to
other widget areas, such as the sidebar.

If you can’t find the Customizer, you're likely using a block theme and need the Site Editor for customization.
Accessible via Appearance — Editor from the admin dashboard, this built-in theme editor functions like its
counterpart but offers more customization options in block format, similar to the Gutenberg editor.

Blog

Unveiling My Creative Path: From Content
Writing to Cinematic Reviews

<h2>The Art of Content Creation: My Professional Journey</h2»<p>The evolution 0= Ask Al

When working with certain themes, | find both Customizer and Site Editor limiting in terms of design options
and flexibility. If you feel the same, consider installing a page builder plugin.

Popular WordPress page builder plugins like Elementor and Beaver Builder include drag-and-drop
functionality and unique pre-built blocks and page templates, giving you more creative control over each
page’s design. In step 7, I'll show you how to install a plugin.
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The last method for customizing your theme is to use the Theme File Editor, which is also accessible
through the Appearance menu or Tools for block-based themes.

As the name suggests, it lets you tweak the theme file’s code to apply advanced changes that previous
methods can’t do. It's the least beginner-friendly option since it involves coding and requires caution to
avoid errors. | recommend trying it only after learning some HTML, CSS, and PHP.

Edit Themes
- Twenty Twenty-Five: style.css Select theme to edit:  Twenty Twenty-Fr
Kt Selected file content Theme Files

2 Theme Name: Twenty Twenty-Five

y, it supports international typegraphy and diverse color palette

s [ a0

5. Publish content on posts and pages

In WordPress, posts and pages both add content to your site but have different purposes.

Posts are great for blog-style content. They appear in reverse chronological order by publication time,
making them ideal for news, updates, or articles.

Pages, on the other hand, are static and timeless. They’re for content that rarely changes, like About and
Contact pages, helping structure your site and provide key information to visitors.

Creating a post or a page follows a similar process, so I'll share some tips and pointers based on what |
usually do for each.

Publishing and optimizing a WordPress post
Follow these steps to create a WordPress post and optimize it for search engines:

1. Head to Posts — Add New Post from your admin dashboard.

2. In the post editor, add the post title and content. You can start writing on the editor or add other
elements using blocks. Click the (+) icon at the top left of the page or the body and drag the blocks
you want into the workspace.
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- Paragraph
Add title  Jreoolune

block of all narrative

Type / to choose a block [ +] Styles ~

oy

Subtitie Annotation

Color

Text

Background

Typography

AIOSEO Writing Assistant - SIZE -

Dimensions +

D0 - R TR Border

The blocks directory offers a ton of options for various website types. Here are the ones | use most for blogs:

Paragraph. For adding and formatting text. The editor pre-adds this block by default.

Image. Lets you upload or select an image to add visuals to your post. Use the Gallery block to
showcase multiple images.

Heading. Creates headings to structure your content and improve its readability. Choose from H1 to
H6 based on the importance of each section.

Quote. Highlights text as a quote and styles it to stand out.

List. Perfect for creating numbered or bulleted lists to make content easier to skim.

3. Once you’re happy with the content, take care of the publishing tasks to keep your WordPress
content organized, user-friendly, and effective. Open the Post tab in the right sidebar and adjust
these settings:

Status. Leave it as a Draft if you want to publish the post immediately. Otherwise, set it to Pending
for review or Private to limit access.

Publish. Choose a date and time to schedule the post’s publication. Changing the post status to
Scheduled will override this setting.

Link. Set the post’s permalink or URL so visitors can access it from a browser. Since this topic is a bit
technical, | recommend checking out our dedicated tutorial about permalinks. For now, you can keep
the slug - the part after the last slash identifying this specific post - just like your post title.

Discussion. Leave it Open to allow comments on your post. Otherwise, set it to Closed.
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£ Thisis the title

Set featured image

Add an excerpt...

7 words, 1 minute read time.

Last edited 22 minutes ago.

Status (® Draft

Publish Immediately

Link [this-is-the-title
Author youremail@domain.corr
Template Single Posts
Discussion Open

Format Standard

D Don't update the modified date

Move to trash

4. Still focusing on the right sidebar, you'll see Categories and Tags dropdown menus. Also known as
WordPress taxonomy, they simplify content organization and website navigation. Categories group
your post into a hierarchical structure, while tags assign parameters to combine similar posts.

For example, if the post covers the Dune: Part Two movie review, I'd categorize it as a “movie review” with
“Dune” and “sci-fi” as tags. You can manage both in Posts — Categories and Tags later.

Categories o~

movie review
[ ] Uncategorized

Add New Category

NEW CATEGORY NAME

PARENT CATEGORY

— Parent Category — e

Add New Category

Tags ~

ADD NEW TAG

Dune X sci-fi X ‘

Separate with commas or the Enter key.
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Set featured image

Add an excerpt...
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Excerpt X

— : 3 . Last edited 28 minutes ago.
This is a concise yet interesting excerpt.

Status (® Draft
" Publish Immediately
Learn more about manual excerpts 2 Link this-is-the-title
Author youremail@domain.corr
Template Single Posts
Discussion Open
Format Standard

[:| Don't update the modified date

Move to trash

6. Click the View button right next to Save draft to preview the post. Once you'’re ready, hit Publish.

Congratulations on publishing your first post! You can manage all the published and drafted posts in Posts
— All Posts.

¢ oard
{ m
Email
Ma 1 =
Bulk actions v | Apply ANl dates v || A Categories v || Filte © items
A Posts Title Author Categories Tags =) ate & AIOSEO Details
All Posts Unveiling My Passion for yoursmail@domain.com ncategerized Published
Wo and Cinematic 2024115 at 5:50 am
Critiques — Sticky Title: Unveiling My Passion for WordPress
= Description: My Experence
X ng M ey as yournT m reategorized - - Pubishec
redia Exploring My Journey as a 3 bished
Content W 20241115 st 5:50 am
] Specializing in WordPress Title: Exploring My Journey as a Content
and Movie Reviews
£ Description: My Expertise in WordPress C
W v
Navigating the Digital youremallBdamain cor ategorized - & Pubished
Realm: My Expertise in 20241115 at 5:48 am
 Appearance Content Development and Title: Navigating the Digital Realm: My Ex
Film Analysis
~ Description: Mastering the Art of Content
-
bixshed
- amns
Title: My Passion for Content Creation: Ex
tiqu
Description: Delving into WordPress: Craf

Creating a WordPress page

This process uses the same block editor as when publishing a post. To get started, go to Pages — Add New
in your WordPress dashboard.

This time, there are no Categories and Tags menus. Instead, the Page tab in the sidebar has an option
called Parent.

A parent page in WordPress is a top-level page that can have child pages grouped under it. This helps
organize your site’s structure, especially if you have related content. For example, | can make a parent page
titled “Movies” and assign “Coming Soon” and “Movie Reviews” as its child pages.
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Page Block X

E My Passion

Set featured image

209 words, 1 minute read time.

Last edited a day ago.

Status (® Draft

Publish Immediately
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Author youremail@domain.com
Template Pages

Discussion Closed

Parent X

Child pages inherit characteristics from their D Don't update the modified date

parent, such as URL structure. For instance, if
"Pricing" is a child of "Services", its URL would Move to trash
be jordanascorner.com/services/pricing. I

They also show up as sub-items in the default
navigation menu. Learn more. 2 AIOSEO v

) 4
P

Home
About

Contact

Choose a parent page.

Since creating a page is similar to a post, I'll list essential pages to have instead of naming the steps (if you
skipped the previous section, please refer to it now):

+ Homepage. I'm going to cover this in the next step.

+ About. This page tells your story, such as who you are, your mission, and why visitors should trust
you. It’s a great place to introduce your brand to your audience.

+ Contact. Provide ways for visitors to reach you, like a contact form, email address, phone number, or
social media links. Include your physical address if relevant.

+ Services or Products. Create this page if you want to sell something on your website. Better yet, check
out Hostinger’s guide on creating an online store with WordPress to get started on the right foot.

+ Privacy Policy. Outline how you collect, use, and protect user data. It's a legal requirement in many
regions, especially if your WordPress website collects personal information.

+ Terms and Conditions. Outline the rules for using your site, such as intellectual property, liability
limits, and refund policies for online stores.

+ FAQ. Another must-have page for online stores and business websites. Address common questions
visitors might have about your business, products, or services to save time and improve user
experience.

¢ 404 Error. A custom page that appears when a visitor lands on a broken or non-existent link. Use it to
guide them back to key areas of your site.
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the first thing visitors see when they land on your website, so it’s your chance to make a great first
impression and encourage people to explore your site.

WordPress provides a quick way to create a homepage using either your latest posts or an existing page or
post. Go to Settings — Reading and select your preference for Your homepage displays setting. Remember
to hit Save Changes once you're done.

# Jordana's Comer B + New ) Hostinger WpForms () stco @ @ Howdy, youremall@domain.com [l
- Hostinger H H
- Reading Settings
#% Dashboard
G Ssite Kit Your homepage displays Your latest posts
" ® A static page (select below)

Omnisend Email

Marketing (¥ Homepage: Home v
# Pos

Posts Posts page:  Blog -
97 Media
B Pages

Blog pages show at most 10 posts

¥ Comments

WPForms Syndication feeds show the 10 P
items
most recent
A Appearance
A Plugins For each post in a feed, e Full text
include
s Users Excerpt
£ Tools Your theme determines how content is displayed in browsers. Learn more about feeds
Settings e
& e Search engine visibility Discourage search engines from indexing this site
It is up to search engines to honor this request
i [ seve changes

If you have a key post and want it to be the first thing visitors see, set it as your homepage with these steps:

1. Go to Posts — All Posts and click Quick Edit on the post you want as your homepage. Check the
Make this post sticky box and hit Update to save the change.

AN
Emall
Mark
o 1 - Al AX Categ
A posts Aut > Tag: ™ AIOSE
All Posts QUICK EDIT
eiing My W tegonzed

T eling-my-p he-crit
> Separ
= 1-Now
07 Media
8 v
»

WPF

Apps.

2. Head to Settings — Reading and set your homepage to display the latest posts. This time, change
the number of Blog pages show at most to 1 and make it show the full text.
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Your homepage displays (®) Your latest posts

() A static page (select below)

Homepage:

Posts page:
Blog pages show at most ‘ 1 ‘ posts
Syndication feeds show the l 10 ‘ Hatng
most recent VR,
For each post in a feed, (@) Full text
include O Excerpt

Your theme determines how content is displayed in browsers. Learn more about feeds.

Search engine visibility [ ] Discourage search engines from indexing this site

It is up to search engines to honor this request.

Save Changes

3. Click Save Changes to apply the new settings.

You can also create a custom WordPress template for your homepage. This method lets you change the
page’s content and design, giving it a dynamic feel without the hassle of starting from scratch. Here’s how:

1. Open Site Editor — Templates and click Add New Template.

2. Select the Front Page option and pick one of the available patterns. Hit SKip if you want to design it
from scratch.

Add template X

Select what the new template should apply to:

Front Page Pages Author Archives
80 ©
Category Archives Date Archives Tag Archives

Single item: Post

3. Design the homepage as you like, then click Save once you're happy with it.
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8
Design v

My Experience with WordPress Content Creation My journey in content
writing began with a fascination for storytelling and the digital landscape.
Initially, | started creating blog posts as a hobby, sharing my thoughts on
various subjects. This passion gradually evolved into a serious pursuit,
particularly with the use of WordPress as my preferred platform. Over..

Add "read more” link text

/. Install essential WordPress plugins

A WordPress plugin is like an add-on for your website that gives it extra features. It lets you scale your
website’s functionality without coding, allowing it to perform tasks that the default WordPress setup doesn’t
support.

Follow these three easy steps to install a WordPress plugin:

1. Go to Plugins — Add New Plugin in your admin dashboard.

2. Use the search bar to find the plugin you want to install, then click Install Now.

= Add Plugins | usiess plugi

Festwred Populsr  Recommended  Favorite Search Plugina Keyword v

Plugins extend and expand the functionality of WordPress, You may install plugins i the WordPress Plucin Dicectary right from here, or upload a plugin in .2ip format by clicking the button at the top of this page.

Classic Editor tall Now Akismet Anti-spam: Jetpack - WP
Srsblen fhe srevious Naois Deta Spam Protection o Ot Security, Backup, Niie Gatid
N o A Speed, & Growth
. v best anti-spam

s - am me
T ot na 1 ools

soutior ' es free

\

£ Plugins y Autamattic - Anti-xpam By Automatt

M Appearance

Add New Plugin A ¥ (1,196) Last Updated: § days ago 2 1,099)

10+ Million Active v Compatible with your on of G+ Million Active Installations

- Users nstallations WordPress

3. Once it's done, the button will turn into Activate. Click on it to start using the plugin.

Your installed plugins are listed in Plugins — Installed Plugins. You can deactivate and uninstall plugins
there, which | recommend once you no longer need them to keep your website lightweight.

Just like themes, there are a ton of plugins to choose from. Here are some of the best WordPress plugins for
all types of website:

» Akismet. Keeps your site clean by filtering out spam comments automatically.

» All'in One SEO (AIOSEO). Helps improve your site’s search _engine optimization (SEQ) with simple
tools to optimize content and settings.

« WPForms. Makes it easy to create contact forms, surveys, and more with a drag-and-drop builder.

» Google Site Kit. Integrates Google services into your WordPress site, letting you monitor traffic, search
rankings, and ad revenue from your dashboard.

» Wordfence. Protects your site with security features like firewalls and malware scans.
+ Omnisend. Simplifies email and SMS marketing to help you connect with your audience.

» All-In-One WP Migration and Backup. Offers website backup, migration, and restoration in just a few
clicks.

8. Optimize your website

WordPress is a powerful content management system by default, but it won’t do you any good unless you
configure its settings for optimal performance.
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I'll walk you through some basic yet important WordPress settings and recommend useful tools to help you
along the way.

Engineered for speed:
Managed WordPress Hosting

Recommended by @WORDPRESS.ORG

Check WordPress visibility settings

The visibility setting in the Reading menu controls whether your site is visible to search engines. It's enabled
by default, encouraging search engines like Google to crawl and index your website.

To turn it off, head to Settings — Reading from your admin dashboard and check the Discourage search
engines from indexing this site option.

Reading Settings
Your homepage displays () Your latest posts
(®) A static page (select below)
Homepage:‘ Home v ‘
Posts page: ’ Blog v ‘
Blog pages show at most ‘ 10 | posts
Syndication feeds show the .
‘ 10 | items
most recent
For each post in a feed, (@) Full text
include ~
() Excerpt
Your theme determines how content is displayed in browsers. Learn more about feeds.
Search engine visibility (] Discourage search engines from indexing this site

It is up to search engines to honor this request.

Save Changes

Avoid disabling this setting after publishing content, as it can cause your website to lose search engine
rankings.

Submit your sitemap to search engines

A sitemap is like a roadmap for your website, listing all your important pages in a way that search engines
can easily understand. It helps search engines like Google find and index your content more efficiently,
boosting your site’s visibility in search results.

There are two types of WordPress sitemaps - XML and HTML. XML focuses on search engines, providing
context for each URL, while HTML improves website navigation for visitors.

Creating a WordPress sitemap for both purposes is easy with plugins. I'll use AIOSEO to make the XML
type as it’s included with Hostinger onboarding, but feel free to use other WordPress SEO plugins like Yoast
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1. Go to All In One SEO — Sitemaps in your WordPress dashboard.

2. Open the General Sitemap tab and click Open Sitemap.

# Jordana'sComner O 1 B + New L} Hostinger WPForms () seo @ Howdy, youremail@domain.com [l
Hesthger @ You're using All in One SEO Free. To unlock more features, consider upgrading to Pro
#@ Dashboard ) o
A|OSEG Sitemaps 1) ®
G Site Kit

) Omnisend Email

Marketing & General Sit . RSS Si Video Si News Si HTML Sitemap m

# Posts
e ] .
23 Madia General Sitemap -~
B Pages
¥ Comments An XML Sitemap is a list of all your content that search engines use when they crawl your site. This is an essential part of SEO because it contains some important pieces of information
that search engines need when crawling your site. The XML Sitemap created by All in One SEO tells search engines where to find all of the content on your site. Learn More -+
WPForms
2 Appearance Enable Sitemap [ o]
& Plugins &
@ Connect to Google to automatically add sitemaps and keep them in sync. Connect to Google Search Console &
e Users
J Tools
Preview
Z Open Sitemap
{81 Settings A o
@ All In One SEO Noindexed content will not be displayed in your sitemap. Do you get a blank sitemap or 404 error? Learn More -

3. The plugin will open the XML sitemap in a new tab. Copy the URL.

C ::l jordanascorner.com/sitemap.xmi I a ¥

Sitemap

Generated by All in One SEQ, this is an XML Sitemap, meant to be consumed by search engines like Google or Bing.

You can find more information about XML Sitemaps at Sitemaps.org.

This sitemap index contains 3 sitemaps and was generated on November 19, 2024 at 3:16 am

Home > Sitemap Index

URL URL Count Last Updated

hitps:/fjordanascomer.com/post-sitemap.xmi 6 ;lzze;n"t:er 17, 2024
hitps./fjordanascomer.com/page-sitemap.xmi 4 :\l(t;v;n;b:r 17, 2024
hitps./jordanascomer.com/category-sitemap.xmi 1 ;l;\;e;nmber 19, 2024

4. We're now going to submit the sitemap to Google. Head to Google Search Console, enter your
domain into the Domain property type, and then hit Continue.
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=
Domain @D URL prefix
» All URLs across all subdomains (m., www. ...) e Only URLs under entered address
» All URLs across https or http » Only URLs under specified protocol
Requires DNS verification or « Allows muitiple verification methods
jordanascorner.com https://www.example.com

Enter domain or subdomain Enter URL

CONTINUE CONTINUE

LEARN MORE  CANCEL

5. Verify your domain by adding the TXT record from Google Search Console to your DNS server. If
you're using Hostinger, go to Advanced — DNS Zone Editor from your hPanel dashboard and add
the record under the Manage DNS records box. Keep in mind that new DNS records can take up to
24 hours to take effect.

=} HOSTINGER @ reterstamasoust @ @ @

AW oy DNS Zone Editor  # - Wobsites - jordanascomer.com - Advanced - DNS Zone Editor

jordanascorner.com -

0 DNS updates might take up to 24 hours to propagate

rds are changed, keep in mind that it takes up to 24 hour

3 Files
Manage DNS records
£ Databases . These records define how your domain behave mmon use clude pointing your domain at web server configuring email defivery for your domain
Tyr i I >
)
@ Advanced ™t = google google-site-verification=2YDkmoEVQBAEMY7t 14400
DNS Zone Editor

6. After verifying your domain, open Indexing — Sitemaps in the left sidebar and enter your sitemap
URL within the Add a new sitemap box. If the process is successful, it'll appear under Submitted
sitemaps.

Add a new sitemap

https://jordanascorner.com/ sitemap.xml SUBMIT

Submitted sitemaps -

Sitemap Type Submitted ¥ Last read Status Discovered pages Discovered videos

Rows per page: 10 0-00f0
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As for the HTML sitemap, you can create one using WP Sitemap Page. Here’s how:

1. Install and activate the WP Sitemap Page plugin.

2. Goto Pages — Add New Page to create a new page. Add a title and insert a shortcode block into
the body.

@

o] © o ] ] D

Page Block x

HTML Sitemap T

block of all narrative

!

HTML Sitemap - Page RK ve draft o |

Type / to choose a block Styles -~
faul ispl
shortcode x ot
Subtitle Annotation
0
Shortcode Color

Text

Background

............

3. Insert [wp_sitemap_page] code into the shortcode box, then hit Publish.

HTML Sitemap

[/] shortcode

4. That’s it! Visitors can now access your WordPress sitemap on a dedicated page.
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HTML Sitemap

HTML Sitemap

Posts by category

» Category: Uncategorized
o Unveiling My Passion for WordPress and Cinematic
Critiques
o Exploring My Journey as a Content Writer: Specializing in
WordPress and Movie Reviews
o Navigating the Digital Realm: My Expertise in Content
Development and Film Analysis

Set up a permalink structure

There’s nothing wrong with using the default WordPress permalink, but customizing the structure can make
your web pages even more SEO-friendly.

Luckily, the process is quite simple. Go to Settings — Permalinks and select the Custom Structure option.
Pick one or several tags based on your website type or preference.

Permalink Settings

WoedPrass offers you the abdity to create a custom URL structure for your permasinks and acchives. Custom URL structures can improve the aesthetics, usabiity, and forward-compatibiiity of your ks,

Kit examples 10 get you started

mall Common Settings
g 9
Seloct the permalink structure for your website. Including the NpostnomeX tag makes links sasy 10 understand, and can help your posts rank higher in search engines

o Permalink structure Plain

2 @
https://jordanascorner. con/7p«123

a
Day and name

P Y
https://jordanascorner . con/2824/11/19/sampl e-post/
Month and name

» nce https://jordanascorner . con/2024/11/sampl e-post/

i 2
Numeric
https://jordonascorner, con/archives/123
Post name

B Settings https://jordanascorner. con/sample-post/

® Custom Structure

https://jordanascorner.com | /Xcategory®/%postnameX,/
Avallable tags

Permalinks

Optional

For example, | usually use categories and post names for blogs. If | were to run a movie review website and
publish a review titled “The Substance: When Body Horror Meets Self-Hatred” under the “Movie Review”
category, the URL would look like this:

https://jordanasmoviecorner.com/movie-review/the-substance
Don’t forget to save the change once you're done.

Optimize meta titles and meta descriptions

Ever clicked on a search result because the title and description instantly grabbed your attention? That'’s the
power of a meta title and description - they give a quick snapshot of what a page offers and make people
want to click and explore.


https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials
https://www.hostinger.in/tutorials

2/2/25, 8:43 PM Z-TECH COMPUTER MANAGEMENT (BUILD PAID

L\
U HOSTINGER TUTORIALS

https://www.hostinger.com » tutorials » how-to-create-w... 3

WordPress Sitemap: What It Is and How to Create One

26 Mar 2024 — A WordPress sitemap is a list of all the public URLs on a WordPress website.
Sitemaps help visitors and search engines navigate through all of the URLs in a ...
What Is a WordPress Sitemap... - How to Submit a WordPress...

Most WordPress SEO plugins can help you add metadata to your pages and posts. Here’s how to do it using
AIOSEO:

1. Create a new post or page or edit an existing one. This should direct you to the WordPress block
editor.

2. Click on the AIOSEO button at the top and expand the General menu. Click Edit Snippet.

AIOSEQ n X

o @z §

i General >
< Social >
E] schema >
GD Link Assistant >
Y Redirects b
{0 SEO Revisions >
9, Advanced >

3. Inthe Preview Snippet Editor, add the post title and meta description. You can use tags to auto-add
them, but | suggest typing the text yourself to keep both metadata within the character limit and
include relevant key words to boost its ranking effort.
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General Social

SERP Preview (9 = 0

® Jordana's Corner
https://jordanascorner.com » uncategorized » unveiling-my-pass...

Here's the meta title | added manually
Here's the meta description that | also wrote manually. Customizing your post's metadata
informs people what to expect and helps them decide whether to click.

Post Title

-+ Post Title + Separator + Site Title & View all tags =

Here's the meta title | added manually ()

38 out of 60 max recommended characters.

Meta Description

+ Post Excerpt + Post Content + Separator < View all tags =

&

Here's the meta description that | also wrote manually. Customizing your post's metadata informs people what to

expect and helps them decide whether to click. =

(@

158 out of 160 max recommended characters.

4. Once you're done editing, close the snippet editor and check its preview in the sidebar. Hit Save or
Publish to push the changes live.

General X

SERP Preview (%)

® Jordana's Corner
https:/fjordanascorner.com » un...

Here's the meta title |

added manually

Here's the meta description that |
also wrote manually. Customizing
your post's metadata informs
people what to expect and helps
them decide whether to click.

2 Edit Snippet

Optimize visual content

Images can make your website more attractive and engaging, enhancing the user experience. But if you
don’t optimize them, they can slow everything down and hurt your site’s performance and SEO.

Hostinger has a dedicated tutorial covering everything you need to know about image compression,
including tips and best practices. But I'll still show you the basics to keep your images lightweight and SEO-
friendly.

Compress your images

This practice reduces your image’s file size without hurting its quality. There are two types of image
compression - lossy and lossless.

Lossy compression is ideal for JPEG files, which are commonly used on eCommerce sites and blogs due to
their smaller file size. On the other hand, lossless compression works better for PNG files - perfect for
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finding a tool with bulk compression if you have many images to process.
Add alt text to images

Alt text, or alternative text, is a short description of an image that helps explain its content. It makes your
site accessible for visitors using screen readers and helps search engines understand your images, boosting
your SEO efforts.

You can add alt text to images already on your website via the Media Library. However, to save time, it's
best to do this in the WordPress block editor before publishing.

In the block editor, drag the Image block into the workspace and upload your image from local storage, the
Media Library, or via a URL. Click on the image you just uploaded and open the Block tab in the right
sidebar. Add the image description to the Alternative Text box, and you're set!

m 2 « = No title « Post =K wearatt [ [ Vi ® 7z m :

Post Block x

AAA +itla _

B3 insertan image to make a

g - S 3 | st et
B oo - A ] m Q Replace : visual statemen
|

& ©

Settings

ALTERNATIVE TEXT

black Corona typewriter on brown

wood planks

ASPECT RATIO

Original %

WIDTH HEIGHT

RESOLUTION

Make sure to describe the image accurately and how it relates to the page content. Keep it between 80 and
125 characters, using correct grammar, spelling, and structure.

Enable breadcrumbs

Breadcrumbs are like a trail of links that show how visitors got to the current page, usually found at the top
of a page. They make it easier for visitors to navigate your site and help search engines understand your
site’s structure, which is especially important for websites with lots of pages and posts.

Hostinger users who installed AIOSEO during onboarding will have this feature enabled by default. To add

breadcrumbs navigation, open the Pages template in the Site Editor and insert the Breadcrumbs block
between the featured image and page title or your preferred area.

_[ = Pages - Template K jm | oy @_J o - :

Template Block X

Jordana's Corner About Blog Contact Home HTMLSitemap

Title

- Displays the title of a post, page,
or any other content-type

o ©

Settings ~
bresdcrumbs X 9

@ Make titie a link

Advanced ~

AIOSEO
Breadcrumbs

Browse all

This is the Content block, it will display all the blocks in any single
post or page

Do the same to the Single Posts template. The end result will look similar to this:
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for WordPress and Cinematic Critiques '

9. Maintain your WordPress website

Your WordPress website is now ready for visitors. However, just because it’s live it doesn’t mean the work is
over. To keep the site running smoothly and securely, you’ll need to make constant improvements on key
aspects like security, performance, and design.

When performing maintenance, your website might look broken or not work properly. To prevent your
visitors from running into issues, turn on maintenance mode before you start.

Hostinger users can easily enable this mode from their WordPress admin dashboard. Just head to Hostinger
— Tools and toggle on the Maintenance mode setting. Remember to disable it once you're done.

# Jordana's Corner O New 3 Hostinger WPForms (3) s€o @ Howdy, youremail@domain.com [}
L)

=3 Hostinger .L Onboarding Tools Al Content Creat 28 Go to hPanel
Tools

tent

. Preview my website
Open guide |~
# Dashboard Tools oy —
G SiteKit
] Omnisend Emall ” -
Marketing @ \\) WordPress version 6.7 €D PHP version g2
Running the latest version Running the latest version
& Posts
Q) Media
B Pages
¥ Comments Maintenance
WPForms
Maintenance mode (

g . ce
M Appearance Disable public access to the site (WordPress admins will still be able to access)

& Plugins &

Alternatively, you can use a WordPress maintenance plugin like SeedProd or LightStart. For detailed
instructions and other methods, check out Hostinger’'s guide on WordPress maintenance mode.

Let’s explore basic maintenance tasks you can perform to keep your website running smoothly.

Update WordPress core software, themes, and plugins

One of the biggest mistakes new WordPress users make is not taking updates seriously. New updates not
only bring new features and improvements but also fix security vulnerabilities and bugs - a crucial step to
securing y our WordPress website.

Since plugins receive frequent updates, WordPress alerts you with a red notification on the dashboard.
However, you can check for all software updates in Dashboard — Updates.

# Jordana's Corner O 3 + New A3 Hostinger WPForms () se0 @ Howdy, youremail@domain com [l|
A% Hostinger 4
5 etk WordPress Updates
@ Dashboard
Updates may take several minutes to complete. If there is no feedback after 5 minutes, or if there are errors please refer 1o the Help section above.
Updates 3
Current version: 6.7
Last checked on November 20, 2024 at 3:07 am GMT+0000. Check agalr
G Site Kit
) Omnisend Email This site will not receive automatic updates for new versions of WordPress
Marketing 4
# Posts
04 Media You have the latest version of WordPress.
B Pages
¥ Comments
WPForms
Plugins (3)

M Appearance
The following plugins have new versions avallable. Check the ones you want to update and then click *Update Plugins”.

& Plugins @
4 ugin
o Users
/ Tools Select All
f§l Settings Akismet Anti-spam: Spam Protection
A You have version 6.3.3 installed. Update to 5.3.5. View version 5.3.5 dets
 Allin One SEO "o WordP: 008 & t
Compatibility with WordPress 6.7: 100% (according to its author)

.
A AlianeacEn )7 AskAl

Sometimes, keeping up with updates can be challenging. That's why | always enable Hostinger's Smart
WordPress auto updates.
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Automatic updates configuration

jordanascornercom v

Smart WordPress auto updates OoN
and y | t jate, t art ntor t pdate
20 Overview
. Smart auto updates
W WordPress
Smart auto update settings
Overview
WordPress (core) Themes Plugins

Security [

pdate y - J Security updates only - Security updates only v

Al Troubleshooter

No updates
Staging

Security updates only
Presets
UF All updates

Leamn

Non-Hostinger users can use plugins like Easy Updates Manager to automate the process. Hostinger’s
tutorial about WordPress auto update covers different methods and best practices in case you need
pointers.

Flush cache

Caching is like storing a snapshot of your website so it loads faster for visitors. Instead of pulling all the data
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